The Petition Against the Annexation of Hawaii, 1987
When looking at the 1897 Petition Against the Annexation of Hawaii, it becomes glaringly obvious that annexation “in any form or shape” was against the people of Hawaii’s wishes. Written in both Hawaiian and English, the elegant yet strong language of the Hui Aloha Aina leagues showed that a united front against annexation existed. The delicate signatures that most likely belonged to well-educated and wealthy natives interestingly contrast against the more scratchy signatures that may have belonged to the poorer population of Hawaii, speaking to the class barriers that were being crossed in order to prevent annexation. The unified determination of the natives is palpable in this document.1 After annexation, the Hui Aloha Aina helped form the Home Rule Party and elected Robert Wilcox as their first delegate to Washington in 1900. 2
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