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Samuel McClure immigrated to the United States in the year 1866 from Ireland. McClure made his trip to the United States with his mother and his three siblings after his father died in Ireland. After graduating from Know College where he edited the schools newspaper he moved to New York he began his career in journalism. McClure established his first magazine McClure Magazine in 1893 at the age of 36, McClure Magazine was an American literary and political magazine, (S. S. MCCLURE MUCKRAKER IN CHIEF). Since its first publication the magazine featured popular writers of the time such as Robert Louis Stevenson and Arthur Conan Doyle. By January 1903 the magazine initiated the new practice of investigative journalism known as “muckraking”; muckraking is the practice of searching for and exposing misconduct in public life (free dictionary). 
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McClure hired on Lincoln Steffens a radical idealist who promoted the type of journalism known as “muckraking”. After hiring Lincoln Steffens the McClure Magazine brought on staff writer Ida Tarbell who is well known for her articles on John D. Rockefeller that appeared in the magazine from November 1902- October 1904. After her articles were published they gained so much recognition that they were published in a book History of the Standard Oil Company in 1904. After the book was published it was met with negative reviews from Mr. Rockefeller. The articles themselves consisted of information about the illegal actions the Standard Oil Company took part in. McClure Magazine came to an end in 1929 after many halts in publication throughout the 20’s.
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